
PRINCESS ANNE PLAZA CIVIC LEAGUE 

February 11, 2020 

Bow Creek Rec. Center 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  President Bob Elms gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of 

Allegiance.   
 

MOTION:  Emily Hoapili/Betty Warren – Dispense with reading of minutes which are available for review.  PASSED 
 

Bob introduced Rose Hall District Councilman Michael Berlucchi.  Michael thanked him for the invitation and the 

opportunity to serve Rose Hall residents.  Michael lives within PAPCL boundaries and was invited to join the league, 

which he did this evening.   
 

Sarah Johnson gave the treasurer’s report as well as the balance on hand of $1957.42. 
 

Officer Jeff Crawford gave the crime report, noting an uptick in motor vehicle larcenies, especially from unlocked 

cars.  He also asked members to not leave anything such as bags, laptops or any valuables visible in a vehicle.   There 

were two robberies, one of which was a strong arm robbery in Carriage Hill and near Lynnhaven Mall.  Also, a 

suspect in a shooting was arrested.  Narcotics arrests are up, in part due to COP – Community Oriented Policing – 

being in place.  There were two heroin OD’s in January, and increased usage of Kratom, which is legal but has effects 

similar to heroin Narcan does not work on Kratom overdoses.  During the Q&A session, Crawford said residential 

cameras are a big help to police.  Fran noted that the February newsletter contains an article on the WECam 

program where residents with cameras can register their cameras with the police department.  Police can then 

contact the homeowner if it is determined that footage may be critical to an investigation.  It was also noted that 

Officer Crawford was recently honored as 1st Precinct Officer of the Year.   
 

Code Enforcement Supervisors from the 1st and 4th Precincts were present.  Having nothing to report, they opened 

the floor for questions.  It was noted that non-compliant vehicles in the public right of way are ticketed by police 

whereas Code Enforcement is responsible for vehicles on private property.  Compliance means a vehicle must have 

either a valid inspection sticker or current license plate tags.   When asked about dead trees on private property that 

could endanger others’ property, the supervisor said the matter is referred to Landscape Services where an arborist 

will investigate and provide a status report for Code Enforcement. 
 

Mike Mundy, Public Works, said the Windsor Woods Canal project is delayed about one month.  CCTV work should 

be done by May and repairs can start after that.  He also updated Club House Road, S. Plaza Trail, and Old Forge 

Road project start times.  His March announcements have been pushed back to May.  The tide gate project is at 30% 

and they’re going through wetlands approval.  During the Q&A session, Bob Jennings said Sea Level Rise meetings 

are well-worth attending for the information, resources, and flood plain info from FEMA.   There are two left in the 

series.  Mundy noted the dredge timeline (Thalia Lake and Lynnhaven River) will happen after tide gate construction.  

One league member engaged in a debate with Mundy, eventually leading to a motion by Betty Warren, seconded by 

Emily Hoapili, to end the debate.  Bob Elms said all the interested parties could get together at another time and get 

the member’s points addressed.  
 

Following a short break and the 50/50 drawing (won by Wade), Elms introduced guest speaker Julie Spivey.  Spivey, 

a history major, researched the Tidewater Victory Memorial Hospital which became Camp Thalia and the Camp 

Ashby, a WWII POW camp.  In brief, the locally funded hospital was originally a TB hospital located on 21 acres of 

swamp land, most currently know as the Willis Wayside building.  Because of high humidity causing TB to worsen, 

the site was eventually leased to the government as a POW camp.  Camp Ashby housed 6,000 Afrika Korps troops 

before closing in 1946, and Willis Wayside taking over the building in 1950.  The Geneva Convention required POWs 

to be treated and cared for like our own troops.  In addition to working at local farms, factories and lumber mills  
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because of a labor shortage, prisoners were educated and provided medical and dental care.  Part of the education 

was requiring prisoners to watch concentration camp footage, and the soldiers had no idea of the atrocities that 

were occurring.  They referred to America POW camps as country clubs, and one of the prisoners interviewed in the 

1980s said they were the best years of his life.   Many of the POWs returning to Germany died during the clean-up of 

their homeland.   Spivey noted there is an historical interpretive marker at the Central Library and another will soon 

be erected on the former POW camp grounds.  For more in-depth information as well as period pictures, visit 

Spivey’s website at www.julieshistory.com 

 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

FRAN SANSONE 

Recording Secretary 

http://www.julieshistory.com/

